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REMARKS 



Before the present amendment, Claims 1-9 were pending, with Claim 1 being in 
independent form and Claims 10-17 having been previously withdrawn. In the present amendment, 
Claims 1-4 have been amended to comply with the Examiner's requirement of form expressly set 
forth in the April 5, 2004 Final Rejection, Claims 21-32 have been added, and Claims 5 and 8-17 
have been cancelled without prejudice. After the present amendment is entered, Claims 1-4, 6-7, 
and 21-32 will be pending, with Claims 1, 21, and 27 being in independent form. Reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the rejections are requested on the basis of the foregoing amendments and the 
following remarks. 

In 1[5 of the Final Rejection, the Examiner rejected dependent Claim 8 under 35 U.S.C. 
§112, first paragraph, as lacking a written description in the specification. Since Claim 8 has been 
cancelled without prejudice, the rejection is moot 

In TJ7 of the Final Rejection, the Examiner rejected dependent Claim 9 under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 12, first paragraph, as indefinite. Specifically, the Examiner stated that "it is not known if the 
steps are 'in replacement of or 'in addition to' the steps in claim 1". In response, new independent 
Claim 27 has been added, comprising the limitations in the previous versions of Claims 1, 3, and 9. 
Since Claim 9 has been cancelled and replaced with new independent Claim 27, which is believed 
to be sufficiently definite, withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

In Tf 12 of the Final Rejection, the Examiner objected to dependent Claims 3-5 as being 
dependent of a rejected base claim, but also stated that these claims would be allowable if rewritten 
in independent form including all the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. In 
response, Claim 1 has been amended to recite the limitations recited in Claim 5, and Claim 5 has 
been cancelled. Claims 2-4 have been amended to conform with the changes in amended Claim 1. 
In addition, independent Claim 21 comprising the limitations recited in the previous versions of 
Claims 1 and 3 has been added Newly added Claims 22-26 depend from newly added independent 
Claim 21 and recite the limitations recited in the previous versions of Claims 2 and 4-7. Lastly, as 
noted above, independent Claim 27 comprising the limitations of the previous versions of Claims 1, 
3 7 and 9 has been added. Newly added Claims 28-32 depend from newly added independent Claim 
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27 and recite the limitations recited in the previous versions of Claims 2 and 4-7. 

Based on the statements made by the Examiner in §12 of the Final Rejection, it is believed 
that all the presently pending claims are in condition for allowance, which is respectfully requested 



Respectfully submitted, 
COHEN, PONTANI, U 



By 



&PAVANE 




■^-^Teodar J. Holmbd 
Reg. No. 50,140 
551 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1210 
New York, New York 1 0176 
(212) 687-2770 



Dated: June 4, 2004 
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